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Why India Needs Concentrated Solar Power Solutions Now

With 300+ sunny days annually and growing energy demands, India stands at a crossroads. Fossil fuels

currently supply 60% of electricity but contribute to alarming carbon emissions. How can the nation leverage

its solar potential while solving the intermittency challenge of traditional photovoltaic systems? Enter CSP

plants - thermal solar power stations that store energy for 24/7 operation.

The Indian Energy Landscape: Crisis Meets Opportunity

India's power consumption grew 9% YoY in 2023, yet 30 million households still lack reliable electricity

access. The government's National Solar Mission targets 100 GW solar capacity by 2030, but photovoltaic

panels alone can't meet round-the-clock industrial demand. This gap makes concentrated solar power in India

strategically vital.

How CSP Technology Works: Sunlight to Steam to Electricity

Unlike conventional solar farms, CSP plants use mirrors to focus sunlight onto receivers, heating molten salt

to 565?C. This thermal energy drives turbines day or night through advanced storage systems. The operational

model solves three critical challenges:

  Consistent power supply despite cloud cover

  6-12 hours of thermal energy storage capacity

  Hybrid operation with existing coal/gas plants

Case Study: Rajasthan's 125 MW CSP Success Story

India's first commercial CSP plant in Rajasthan demonstrates the technology's potential. Operational since

2021, it supplies 390,000 MWh annually - enough for 270,000 homes. The parabolic trough system achieves

18.3% efficiency with salt storage enabling 7.5 hours of sunset operations. Such projects prove solar thermal

plants can anchor India's baseload power strategy.

Market Growth Drivers for CSP in India

The Indian CSP sector is projected to grow at 14.2% CAGR through 2030, driven by:

  Falling technology costs (42% reduction since 2018)

  Government incentives under PM-KUSUM scheme

  Growing industrial demand for stable clean energy

But what makes CSP particularly suited for India? The technology thrives in areas with direct normal

Page 1/2



Concentrated Solar Power Plants in India:
Accelerating Renewable Energy Transition

irradiance (DNI) above 5 kWh/m?/day - a threshold met across Rajasthan, Gujarat, and Andhra Pradesh.

Hybridization with existing thermal plants further reduces infrastructure costs by 25-30%.

Overcoming Challenges: The Road Ahead

While initial investment remains higher than PV systems ($3.8 million/MW vs $0.9 million/MW), CSP's value

emerges in lifecycle costs. New molten salt formulations now withstand temperature fluctuations better, while

robotics enable cheaper mirror maintenance. The question isn't if CSP will scale, but how quickly

manufacturing localization can reduce reliance on imported components.

Q&A: Understanding India's Solar Thermal Future

Q: Can CSP plants work during monsoon seasons?

A: Yes. Modern designs maintain 65-70% output through cloud cover via thermal inertia in storage systems.

Q: How does land use compare with traditional solar farms?

A: CSP requires 4-5 acres/MW versus 6-8 acres for PV, making it more land-efficient.

Q: What's the payback period for CSP investments?

A: Current models show 8-10 years with government subsidies, dropping to 6-7 years by 2027 through tech

improvements.
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