H' How Does Solar Work with SCE: A Complete Guide
G:up for Homeowners

How Does Solar Work with SCE: A Complete Guide for Homeowners

Why SCE Customers Are Switching to Solar Now

Over 1.7 million California homes already use solar power, and Southern California Edison (SCE) customers
lead this green revolution. With electricity rates rising 8% annually in SCE's service areas, homeowners face a
critical question: How can solar panels reduce bills while working seamlessly with SCE's grid?

How Solar Panels Integrate with SCE's System

When you install solar panels, they generate DC electricity converted to AC power for home use. Any excess
energy flows back to SCE's grid through net metering. Under Californias NEM 3.0 policy (effective April
2023):

SCE credits solar exports at avoided-cost rates (~5?2/kWh vs. 30?7 import rates)
Battery storage becomes essential for maximizing savings
Average payback period extends from 4 to 6 years without storage

The Battery Storage Advantage
Why does pairing solar with SCE's grid require smart energy management? Peak rates now reach 507/kWh in
summer months. A typical 10 kWh battery system can:

"Shift 80% of solar energy to high-rate periods, slashing bills by 40% compared to solar-only setups.”

SCE's Solar Program Breakdown
L et's examine how solar works with SCE through real-world data:

System SizeAnnual ProductionSCE Bill Savings
6 kW8,400 kWh$2,200
8 kW + Battery11,200 kWh$3,800

Case Study: Los Angeles Homeowner
The Rodriguez family installed a 7.2 kW system with Tesla Powerwall in 2023. Their results:
Pre-solar bill: $380/month

Post-solar bill: $-18/month (credit)
SCE True-Up payment: $210 annually
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Navigating SCE's Net Metering 3.0
New solar users must adapt to SCE's updated net metering rules. Key strategies:

Size systemsto cover 120% of daytime usage
Program batteries to discharge during 4-9 PM peak
Leverage federal tax credits covering 30% of system costs

Future-Proofing Y our Investment
As SCE transitions to time-of-use rates, solar+battery systems demonstrate 23% higher ROI than solar-only
installations. California's 2023 energy data reveals:

Residential solar adopters save $22,400 on average over 25 years - but only when optimized for SCE's

evolving policies.

Solar with SCE: Frequently Asked Questions
Q1: Does SCE penalize solar users under NEM 3.0?
No, but reduced export credits make battery storage economically mandatory for maximum savings.

Q2: How long does SCE take to approve solar systems?
Typical interconnection approval takes 20 business days for compliant residential systems.

Q3: Can solar eliminate SCE bills completely?
Y es, but requires precise system sizing and load management. Most users maintain small bills for grid backup.
? This guide reflects SCE's 2024 rate plans and California's SB 846 provisions. Individua results vary based

on usage patterns and equipment selection.
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