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Why Is India Emerging as a Global Solar Manufacturing Hub?  

India's solar module manufacturing capacity has surged by 150% since 2020, positioning the nation as the

world's fourth-largest producer of solar photovoltaic (PV) modules. With ambitious renewable energy targets

and strategic policy frameworks, India is transforming its solar manufacturing capabilities to reduce import

dependency and fuel global demand. But how did this growth happen, and what challenges remain?  

The Current State of India's Solar Manufacturing  

India currently operates over 40 GW of annual solar module manufacturing capacity, supported by 25+

large-scale factories. Key players like Adani Solar, Tata Power Solar, and Waaree Energies dominate the

market. By 2025, analysts project capacity to exceed 60 GW, driven by:  

  

  Government subsidies under the Production-Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme  

  Falling costs of polysilicon and advanced cell technologies  

  Rising demand for Made-in-India modules in the U.S. and Europe  

  

Government Policies: The Backbone of Growth  

The Indian government allocated $2.6 billion to boost solar manufacturing through PLI schemes in 2023.

Import tariffs on Chinese modules rose to 40%, accelerating domestic production. States like Gujarat and

Tamil Nadu now offer land subsidies and tax holidays for manufacturers. Yet, dependency on imported cells

(60% of raw materials) remains a bottleneck.  

Technological Advancements Driving Efficiency  

Indian manufacturers are adopting TOPCon and heterojunction (HJT) cell technologies, achieving module

efficiencies of 22-24%. For instance, Adani Solar's Mundra plant produces bifacial modules generating 30%

more energy in arid regions. This innovation aligns with global trends but requires significant R&D

investments. Can smaller players keep up?  

  

  "India's focus on advanced manufacturing is a game-changer. By 2030, it could capture 15% of the global

solar supply chain." - Renewables Analyst, BloombergNEF  

  

Challenges and Opportunities  

Despite progress, India's solar module industry faces hurdles like inconsistent raw material supply and high

financing costs. However, partnerships with Southeast Asian suppliers and export-focused strategies mitigate

risks. For example, Waaree Energies secured a 1.2 GW order from the U.S. in Q1 2024, leveraging

competitive pricing and quality certifications.  
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Case Study: Tata Power Solar's 4 GW Facility  

Tata Power Solar's new factory in Karnataka epitomizes scalability. The plant integrates AI-driven quality

control and robotic assembly lines, reducing waste by 12%. Its modules power India's largest solar park in

Rajasthan and projects in Africa. Such success stories highlight the synergy between innovation and policy

support.  

The Road Ahead: Competing with China and Beyond  

China still controls 80% of global solar manufacturing, but India's cost advantages and geopolitical alliances

are shifting the balance. The EU's Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism (CBAM) favors low-carbon Indian

modules, creating export opportunities. Meanwhile, India's domestic demand will soar as it targets 500 GW of

renewable energy by 2030.  

Q&A: Key Questions About India's Solar Growth  

What policies boosted India's solar module capacity?  

The PLI scheme, import tariffs, and state-level incentives have been pivotal in scaling domestic production.  

How does India's manufacturing cost compare to China's?  

Labor costs are 30% lower in India, but economies of scale still favor Chinese producers.  

Can India achieve 100% raw material self-reliance?  

Not immediately. Domestic polysilicon production must triple by 2030 to eliminate cell imports.
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