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Scams on Solar Panels: How to Spot and Avoid Fraudulent Schemes

With renewable energy adoption skyrocketing globally, scams on solar panels have surged by 42% since 2020,
according to U.S. Federal Trade Commission reports. Homeowners and businesses eager to reduce energy
costs often fall victim to unethical sellers pushing substandard equipment or deceptive contracts. This guide
exposes common tactics used in solar scams and provides actionable solutions to safeguard your investment.

Why Solar Panel Scams Are Surging Worldwide
The global residential solar market will reach $243 billion by 2027, creating fertile ground for fraudsters. In
Australia, 1in 5 solar customers reported misleading sales practices in 2023. The problem stems from:

Lack of standardized industry regulations across states/countries
Complex technical specifications that confuse buyers
Aggressive door-to-door sales tactics exploiting green energy trends

Common Types of Solar Energy Fraud
Too-good-to-be-true offers top the list. A recent California lawsuit revealed companies advertising "free solar
systems' that locked homeowners into 25-year |eases with hidden fees. Other scams include:

Counterfeit solar panelslabeled as Tier-1 brands
Fake government incentive programs
Subpar installation causing roof damage

Red Flags: How to Detect Solar Panel Scams
Ask: Does the contractor refuse to provide written warranties? Legitimate companies typically offer 10-25
year coverage. Watch for these warning signs:

Pressure to sign contracts immediately
Vague system performance guarantees
Unverifiable "customer testimonials’

Case Study: U.K. Battery Storage Scam Trends

British regulators fined SolarPro Ltd ?850,000 in 2023 for selling incompatible battery systems. Victims
reported 40% lower energy savings than promised. This underscores why verifying product certifications (like
|EC 61215) matters.

3 Proven Ways to Avoid Solar Scams
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First, check contractors licenses through platforms like the North American Board of Certified Energy
Practitioners. Second, compare quotes - legitimate solar panel costs range between $2.50 to $3.50 per watt in
the U.S. Lastly, demand performance simulations using tools like Aurora Solar.

Q&A: Your Solar Fraud Prevention Guide
1. How do | verify solar panel authenticity?

Cross-check serial numbers with manufacturer databases and request third-party 1ab reports.

2. What if I've already signed a fraudulent contract?
Contact state consumer protection agencies within 72 hours - most countries have cooling-off periods.

3. Are |l ease agreements always scams?
Not necessarily, but scrutinize terms. Legitimate leases transfer maintenance responsibility to providers.
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