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Why Utah Homeowners Are Switching to Solar

With 229 sunny days annually--40% more than the U.S. average--Utah's climate is a solar power goldmine.
But what truly drives adoption? A robust rebate program slashes upfront costs by 20-30%. For an average
6kW system priced at $18,000, state and federa incentives combined can save homeowners over $7,000. The
Utah Office of Energy Development reports a 62% increase in residential solar installations since 2021,
outpacing sun-rich states like California.

How Utah Solar Rebates Work

Utah's Renewable Energy Systems Tax Credit offers $1,600 for residential systems and up to $2,000 for
commercia instalations. When paired with the 30% federa tax credit, savings become substantial. For
example:

System cost: $20,000
Federal credit: $6,000
State rebate: $2,000
Net cost: $12,000

Salt Lake City adds municipal incentives, including waived permit fees and expedited approvals. This layered
approach makes Utah's solar transition 18% more aff ordable than neighboring Col orado.

The Hidden Advantage: Net Metering 2.0

Unlike states phasing out net metering, Utah guarantees 1:1 credit for excess energy until 2035. Rocky
Mountain Power customers can offset 90% of their bills through this program. One Provo homeowner
reported earning $420 annually by feeding surplus energy back to the grid--effectively turning their roof into a
mini power plant.

Navigating the Solar Rebate Process
Eligibility requires:

System size between 3kW-25kW
UL -certified equipment
Installation by licensed Utah contractors

Rebate claims must be filed within 90 days of installation. The Utah State Tax Commission processes
applicationsin 6-8 weeks--faster than Arizona's 12-week average.

Case Study: Orem Family Saves 38% Annually
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The Henderson family installed a 7.2kW system in 2023:

Pre-solar bill: $168/month
Post-solar bill: $24/month
Rebates received: $3,720

Their payback period? Just 6.3 years, beating the national average of 8.2 years.

Solar vs. Traditional Energy: The Utah Comparison

Electricity prices here rose 14% since 2020--double the national rate. Solar adopters lock in rates at
$0.08/kWh, versus Rocky Mountain Power's projected $0.13/kWh by 2026. At current growth rates, Utah
could meet 23% of its energy needs through rooftop solar by 2030.

Expert Tip: Battery Synergy

Pairing solar with storage unlocks additional rebates. The Utah Clean Energy Act provides $500/kWh
incentives for battery systems. A 10kWh Tesla Powerwall installation typically costs $14,500 before
incentives--$11,000 after rebates.

Q&A: Your Top Solar Rebate Questions
1. Can renters claim Utah solar rebates?

No--only property owners qualify, though some community solar programs offer aternatives.

2. Do rebates apply to solar pool heaters?
Y es, but capped at 50% of installation costs or $1,600, whichever is lower.

3. How long do panels withstand Utah's weather?
Tier-1 panelslast 25-30 years, with warranties covering hail up to 1" diameter.
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